No Bread

Part1

On the skirts of the village there were a blighted house, where a countryman lived with his wife and a
child — the boy was little, he was born recently. The third year has passed since they had got married, he
had brought her from the other village, but they hadn’t managed to get animals yet. The only cattle they
had was a baby cow,- they had bought it the previous spring, but it had died recently. Even if it hadn’t, they
had nothing to feed it anyway. When you have no harvest, it’s hard to feed even yourself. Gorpyna had
cried for the cow, but does it ever help?

The spring had come and the countryman had no bread at all. They hit up and have been living on this for
three weeks, and who knows how to live now — nobody borrowed them at least something, everybody told
them:

- What can | borrow you? Me myself got the hungry children, and you just keep on borrowing, but
return nothing. You already owe the whole town. Me myself would give anything for a package of bread!

The wife suggested Petro to go employ for a landed proprietor . He went to the neighbor town — nobody
hired him: “there are a lot of labours already” they said. Then Petro went to another man. The man looked
at him very closely, Petro’s clothes were untidy and ragged, so the man thought Petro was lazy and
irresponsible and he didn’t even spoke to him.

- Get out! — he said, - there are lots of people like you here! Poor Petro had no idea of what to do.
Ones who had a horse at least could try to convey the firewood, but he wasn’t able to do even this.

One day Gorpyna woke up at the crack of dawn. The child was still sleeping. Young woman started fussing
very silently and sent her husband for firewood. While she was fussing, she thought:

“If we could just survive this week somehow, and then if the God helps, I'll come to my father in
Syrovatka: Maybe he could give us a pouch. It is such a disaster not to have a horse: If we had one, I'd just
went out and that’s it; but now | need to ask a relation for it and wait!”

The door opened. Petro brought firewood and wapped it to the floor loudly.
- Don’t you din, you will wake the child up! — Gorpyna said.

Young woman kindled a stove and put casseroles in it. Then she came up to the flour cask and looked into
it:

- Petro, Petro!

- What is it?

- What are we going to do?

- What do you mean?

- We are running out of flour, we only have it left just for a one time. It is barely enough for two loafs.
Petro held his whist for a bit and then said:

- What can we do? | have no ideas left...



- Maybe we can go and ask for some more.
- Who can we come to? We already owe the whole town, nobody is going to give us more.

Gorpyna perfectly knew it herself. The both fell silent. The child woke up in cradle, the young lady picked
him up, held him in her arms and started to feed him. He hungrily seized and then gave up - no milk. The
child burst into tears even louder. Gorpyna said:

- If only we didn't have a baby, if there were just two of us, because all | do is watching it suffers, I'm
hungry myself and it starves everyday, because | don't have any milk.

The child's crying was tearing Petro's heart out, but does the sorrow ever help?

- You know what, Petro? Go ask the village headman - maybe he will give us some supplies from the
warehouse?...

Petro stayed quiet, the child kept on crying, deeply slicing father's heart. The man stood up and said:

-You know, I'll go! At least we can't die of starvation!

Bes xniba

IKpali cena ctosa xaTa NOraHeHbKa, a B il XKMB CENAHUH i3 XKiHKOIO Ta 3 AUTUHOK — XN0N4YUK OyB.
HeBE/IMYKUI, HeJaBHEYKO HapoauBcA. Bxke TpeTilh pik ByB, AK BOHM Nobpannca, — 3 4y»Koro cena BiH il
B3AB,— A BCE HifAK He MO/ 36UTUCA Ha Xa3AaNCTBO. Y iX TiIbKK 1 Byno xyaobu, Wo Tennyka,— Kynuam ii
TOPILWHIO BECHY,— Ta 1 Ta HeAaBHO 340x/1a. A xo4 61 11 He 340x/1a, TO BCE X roAyBaTu Hiuum byno 6. AK yce
Hegopoan, TO M CAMMM ICTU HIYOro — He TO WO Teaunyui. NMonnakana FopnuHa 3a TeAnYKoLo, Tak xiba 3 Toro

AOMOMKeTbCA?

Ha BecHy 30BcCiM y censiHMHa He cTano XNi6a. TUXKHIB 30 TPU NO3UUYKAMM KUK, a TEMEP Y¥Ke MOro 3HaE, AK i
KUTM — HIXTO 11 NO3MYATU HE CTaB, YCAKUI KarKe:

— Lo s Tobi nosnyatumy? Y MmeHe B caMoro, Moe, AiTv ronofHi cngatb, a Tobi gasan, AaBali, a Hasag, i He
cnogiBaiics. Tu BXe OH Yy BCbOro cefla Hanosu4yascb. TYT cam 3a MILLIOK X/1i6a, MoKe, XTOM3Ha-LWwo Bigaas 6u!

Panna xiHKa MNeTpoBi 40 naHa niTn, HanHATKCA. MiWoB Ha CycCiaHil XyTip — He B3AAu: i Tak 6araTo, KaxyTb,
HamuTiB. Jo Apyroro naHa niwos, TaK TON rNAHYB, Wo B [NeTpa ogerka — naTta Ha NaTi, NoAyMaB, Lo
ronbTinaka, NPoONANCBIT AKUNCb, — He CXOTIB i FOBOPUTH.

— leTb! — Kae,— 6araTo Bac TyT X0AMUTb Takux!.

3oBcim He 3HaB lNeTpo, LWo 1 pobUTK. Y KOro KoHsAKa Bya, Tak Xo4 BO3UTM NAHCbKi ApoBa 3 Nicy HaMManucs,
a lomy 11 TOro He MOXKHa.

OpaHoro paHKy Bctana lopnuHa saocsita. AuTtuHa we cnana. Monoauusa nodana TuxeceHbKo 6ina nevi
nopatucs, a MNeTtpa nocnana apos ypybaTu. NopaeTbea, a cama AyMae:

— AKGU uen TUKAEHb TaK-CAK NepebyTurcsa, a Tam, MoXe, Nomir 61 rocnogb, To noixana 6 go 6aTbKa B
CupoBaTKy: Mmoxke 6 BOHM X04 3 Milleyok aanu. J/inxo 6e3 KoHA: To cina 6, noixana, Ta M rogi; a Tenep, NOKK-
TO BUMPOXA€ELL Y KymMa TOro KOHs!

BiaumHmnanca agsepi. MNeTpo BHic ApoBa, 4OA0NY KUAAE.



— Ta He rptoKaii-60 Tak, AUTUHY 36yauw! — Kaxke MopnuHa.

Postonuna monogmua B nedi, NOCTaHOBM/IA FOpWUKA. Togi nigiiwna Ao AiKKn 3 60pOLWHOM, rsHyAa:
— MeTpe, a MNeTpe!

—ra?

— A wo mu oue pobutumem?

— AK?

— BbopoLwHa TinbKK Ha pas, Ta 1 To xN1ibuHK Ha ABi. MomoBuas MNeTpo, gani KaxKe:

— Lo K Moro 3po6umw? A BxKe 1 cam He 3Halo...

— Xiba we niTn nonpoxatu?..

— Ta [0 KOro X iTW, KOJIN Y BCiX HAaNO3M4YaanCA TaK, WO HIXTO BXe He Aa€?

FopnuHa i1 cama ue aobpe 3Hana. 3amoBKAM 060€. MNpPOoKNMHyNacb AUTUHA B KOAMCLi, mosioamus B3ana ii Ha
PYKK, noyana rogyBati. BoHo BXxonunocs ronogHe, Ta it KUHYA0: MOMOKa Hema. TiIbKK We ay»Kye
3annakano. Kaxke NopnuHa:

— Xoy 61 BXe cami, Ta OLi€l ANTUHM He BYN0, a TO TiIbKN ANBMLICA, AIK BOHO MYYUTLCA: cama ronoaHa i
BOHO rofiogHe wWoAaHsA, 60 Mo/soKa Hema.

MeTpoBi camomy AUTAYMI NAAY MOB HOXKEM cepLie KpasB. TakK xiba anem nomoxxew?
— 3Haew wo, Metpe? NigM nonpoxait CTapocTy — MOXKe, BiH 3 ramaseiB A4acTb?..
MoBuuTb NeTpo, a AMTUHA BCe Naade, yce MOB HOXKEM cepue Kpae. YcTas MeTpo, Kaxke:

— A nigy! He 3guxatn X i3 ronogy!
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